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Washington,            DC, February 4, 2009-
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Herseth Sandlin Announces Committee Assignments for 111th Congress

Today,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced her committee assignments in the U.S.            House of Representatives for the 111th Congress. She will serve on the            Veterans’ Affairs, Agriculture and Natural Resources Committees as well            as the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming. 
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“My committee assignments            allow me to advocate on behalf of the diverse array of interests represented            in South Dakota,” Herseth Sandlin said. “We made great strides in the            last Congress on behalf of South Dakota and the country but there’s            still work to be done. I’m hopeful that we can build on the important            strides made in the 110th Congress to improve life on our state’s reservations,            keep our country’s promise to the men and women who have served in uniform,            encourage the development and use of renewable sources of energy such            as biofuels and wind, and advance policies that promote our state’s            rural economy.” 
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Herseth Sandlin            will continue to serve as chair of the Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee            on Economic Opportunity, which has jurisdiction over a range of veterans            and servicemembers programs designed to help those returning from military            service readjust to civilian life. In the 110th Congress in her capacity            as chair, Herseth Sandlin played an integral role in the drafting of            the Post 9/11 GI Bill. In the current Congress, her Subcommittee has            already begun the work of ensuring the timely implementation of the            provisions of this bill. Additionally, as chair she will set the subcommittee’s            agenda with respect to a number of programs including vocation rehabilitation,            home loans, education assistance, entrepreneurship incentives, and servicemembers            civil relief. 
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Herseth Sandlin’s            role on the Agriculture Committee will allow her to continue overseeing            the implementation of the single most important piece of legislation            to South Dakota, the Farm Bill, which passed in the last Congress. Additionally,            Herseth Sandlin will continue her efforts to ensure safety measures            are taken to protect the health of South Dakota’s livestock herd so            ranching remains a viable way of life across the state. Herseth Sandlin            will serve on two important Agriculture Subcommittees: Conservation,            Credit, Energy, and Research; and General Farm Commodities and Risk            Management. 
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As part of the Natural            Resources Committee which has jurisdiction over Native American issues,            Herseth Sandlin will continue her advocacy on behalf of South Dakota’s            nine sovereign Native American tribes, especially in the areas of health            care and law enforcement. Additionally, Herseth Sandlin will serve on            the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands, a position            that allows her to participate in policy-making related to management            of America’s most precious resources, including the Black Hills in western            South Dakota.
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Finally, Herseth            Sandlin will continue serving on the Select Committee on Energy Independence            and Global Warming. She was chosen to serve on the panel in the 110th            Congress because of her recognized leadership role in the House on renewable            energy and rural issues. Rep. Herseth will use her position on the committee            to advocate for aggressive policies that support the development of            domestic renewable energy, such as ethanol, biodiesel, and wind, and            that will reduce our dependence on foreign oil, strengthen our national            security and benefit the environment. She has also been a strong advocate            with her House colleagues for a balanced legislative approach to climate            change and the importance of taking into account the needs and resources            of rural states like South Dakota.
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As announced in            late 2008, Herseth Sandlin serves as the Co-Chair for Administration            of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition in the 111th Congress.            To read the release announcing her election to serve as co-chair, please            click here or visit 

 14 / 18



Herseth Sandlin Announces Committee Assignments for 111th Congress

http://hersethsan
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